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" tire " is derived from the word " to tie," and means some-
thing which " ties " the rim of the wheel. Perhaps a more
correct spelling would be " tier," but for the sake of euphony,
no doubt, the contraction into one syllable was adopted
from the first. It will be seen, then, that the Americans,
instead of being to blame, are actually putting us right in what
is one of the stock mis-spellings of the day. It would require
some research to find out who was the culprit in modern
times primarily responsible for the current English spell-
ing, but not to be too severe on him, in the absence of
his defence, it is possible that the main object was to avoid
confusion with other words spelt the same way, but of
totally distinct derivation and signification. Having said
so much by way of protest and in self-defence, the author
will continue to spell according to the English custom to
save the typesetter the trouble of correcting him. Rubber
tyres are not troubled with a history, and authors have
therefore no need to rummage among dusty archives for
their material. Solid rubber tyres, as applied to perambu-
lators, were in use some time ago, but the 6arly suggestion
of pneumatics by E. T. Thomson, who took out a patent
in 1847, met with no success, and it was not until 1889,
when Dr. Dunlop, of Dublin, took out his patent, that
the inauguration of an immense business took place. To
give a brief account of the manufacture of the different
classes of tyres, the perambulator tyre may be dismissed
with the observation that it is usually made of a low quality
compounded rubber passed through the tubing machine and
vulcanized, in iron moulds in the press. Solid cab tyres are
also made in the forcing machine with at die which moulds
them to the required form for attachment to the wheel.
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